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This article proposes the Combretum vendae complex be split into two varieties based on extensive field work which revealed two distinct
forms occurring on the Soutpansberg and Blouberg. The typical form is confined to the eastern Soutpansberg and a glabrous form occurs towards
the west.
© 2011 SAAB. Published by Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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Combretum vendae belongs to subgen. Combretum sect.
Angustimarginata and is confined to the Soutpansberg centre of
endemism (Hahn, 2002; Van Wyk and Smith, 2001). At the
time of its discovery it was thought to be confined to the eastern
part of the Soutpansberg, namely between Fefe and Thengwe
(Van Wyk, 1984). Subsequently the species was found towards
the western side of the Soutpansberg up to the Blouberg. The
specimens growing towards the west were markedly different
from the typical eastern specimens. The typical eastern
specimens have tomentose lower leave surface whereas the
other form is glabrous, occasionally being sparsely hairy along
the netveining.
In an attempt to resolve the question of whether the western
form should be classified as a separate entity from the eastern
form either by classifying it as a new species or subdividing it as
a subspecies or variety from the eastern form, the author
undertook numerous excursions, looking for intermediate forms
and trying to ascertain their geographical distribution.⁎ Tel.: +27 726347930.
E-mail address: nhahn@soutpansberg.com.
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Combretum vendae Van Wyk in South African Journal of
Botany 3. 125–134 (1984).
Type: South Africa, Limpopo Province, Venda, Vuvha,
north-east of Tengwe, near the village Muledzhi, [in fruit], Van
Wyk 3913 (PRU, holo.!).
Shrub or tree up to 4 m tall, usually multi-stemmed. Bark
grey, smooth. Leaves simple, opposite, rarely alternate, white
when young, becoming green, reddish before abscission; lamina
elliptic, broadly elliptic, obovate or oblanceolate, (30–)40–80
(−100)×(15–)25–45(−55)mm, apex obtuse to rounded apic-
ulate or mucronate, base acute, to rounded, occasionally
subcordate; upper surface waxy; lower surface with raised
lateral veining. Inflorescences axillary, subcapitate spikes, (10)
15–20(−25)mm long; bracts linear, up to 2 mm long. Flowers
4-merous, yellowish to cream coloured. Sepals deltate, ±1 mm
long. Petals obovate to elliptic, 2.5×1.5 mm. Stamens 8, ±6
mm long; anthers 0.8–0.9 mm long. Disc free for 0.5 mm,
glabrous, with pilose margin. Style 4 mm long. Fruit 4-winged,
initially green flushed with red, becoming wine red, 16–
22×12–15 mm, apical peg 0.0–0.5 mm long, wings up to
6 mm wide, stipe 4–7 mm long.
var. vendae
Leaves glabrous above, with waxy layer, usually promi-
nently discolours tomentose below.ts reserved.
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bushwillow. Venda: Gopo-gopo, Gopokopo-bani.
var. glabrata N.Hahn, var. nov., C. vendae var. vendae
affinis sed pagina inferiori folii glabra differt.
Type: South Africa, Limpopo Province, 2229CD, Soutpans-
berg, Bluebell, 22° 56′ 36″ S and 29° 53′ 25″ E, alt. 1100 m, [in
fruit], N. Hahn 122 (PRU holo.!; ZPB iso.!).
Leaves glabrous above, with waxy layer, not discolours
below, glabrous or occasionally being sparsely hairy, primary
and tertiary net veining clearly visible.
2.1. Distribution and habitat
Both varieties have a distinct preference to occur on acidic
sandy soil derived from weathered quartzitic sandstone and
quartzite. Both forms have never been observed growing in clay
soils derived from weathered lavas. They do, however,
occasionally occur along the margin of it on dolerite intrusions.
Habitat preference and vestiture seem to be somehow
interrelated: var. glabrata occurring in the more arid areas
and var. vendae being confined to the slightly higher moisture
areas.
3. Discussion
C. vendae is most closely related to Combretum nelsonii
Dümmer which occurs on the Makgabeng, Waterberg and
Wolkberg, being both morphologically alike and occupying
similar ecological niches.Within the Soutpansberg theC. vendae's
nearest allies are Combretum kraussii and Combretum erythro-
phyllum.At present it does not seem feasible to sink the C. vendae
group underC. nelsonii or any other related taxa (Rodman, 1990).16°E 25°
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Fig. 1. Known distribution of theWithin the Soutpansberg C. vendae is most closely related to
C. kraussii. It differs from C. kraussii by having markedly
raised net veining along the lower leaf surface and having scales
on the upper leave surface that can be seen when the leaf is bent
leaving a marked waxy white line. This character gives the
leave a dull appearance were C. kraussii seen from a distance
appears shiny glossy. Its leaves are also more leathery than
C. kraussii. Nowhere in the distribution of C. vendae do the two
species occur sympatrically. C. kraussii is confined to the
higher rainfall regions and almost always occurs in or near
Afro-montane forest along its entire distribution from the Cape
to the Limpopo Province. C. erythrophyllum differs from
C. vendae in being confined to river banks or areas with a
shallow water table. C. erythrophyllum differs in habit from C.
vendae in being a large single-stemmed tree, whereas C. vendae
is usually a multi-stemmed shrub or small tree.
Outside the Soutpansberg C. vendae is most closely related
to C. nelsonii. C. nelsonii leaves are more similar to those of
C. kraussii than those of C. vendae. C. nelsonii leaves differ
from those of C. vendae by not having marked raised tertiary
veins, the lower surface being glabrous and its lamina is also
thinner not being markedly leathery.
C. vendae var. glabrata can be differentiated from the typical
variety by its lower leave surface being glabrous and
occasionally being sparsely hairy along the netveining,
whereas, var. vendae has a tomentose lower leave surface
(Table 1).
The two varieties of C. vendae cannot entirely be separated
geographically. C. vendae var. vendae's main distribution is the
eastern Soutpansberg, south of Gombani through to the Thengwe
area (Fig. 1). A few individual specimens of the var. vendae have
been found scattered towards the west on the farms Bangower,33°E
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Table 1
A comparison between the two varieties of C. vendae and its allies in the section Angustimarginata occurring on the Soutpansberg.
C. vendae var. glabrata C. vendae var. vendae C. erythrophyllum C. kraussii
Habitat Rocky or sandy areas Rocky or sandy areas River banks Afro-montane forests
Growth habit Multi-stemmed small tree Multi-stemmed small tree Single-stemmed tree Single-stemmed tree
Leaf upper surface Waxy Waxy Waxy Not waxy
Leaf lower surface Glabrous Pubescent Slightly hairy Glabrous
Tertiary net-veining Raised Raised Raised Not raised
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occurs from the Blouberg through the western Soutpansberg to
just south of Gombani. In the South of Gombani through to
Homele the two forms occur side by side. From Madatshitshi
(Mothercity) the eastern form takes over again. On the farms
Bangower and Zwarthoek's possible individual intermediate
forms have been found, most closely conform to var. vendae.
At present the classification given above is the most
workable in the field. It could pose some difficulty in herbaria
because some of the diagnostic characteristics are lost through
pressing. With a little experience in the group it is usually fairly
easy to differentiate between the set taxa.
4. Specimens examined
4.1. C. vendae var. vendae
Soutpansberg: 2229—. Little Leigh, (−DD), Hahn 30 (PRU,
ZPB), (−DD), Zwarthoek, Hahn 106 (PRU, ZPB). 2230—.
Gombani, (−CB),Hahn 630 (ZPB),Fefe, (−CB), VanWyk 5667
(BM, PRE, PRU); Ha-Mabila, (−CB), Van Wyk 5676, 5677 (K,
P, PRE, PRU), Van Wyk, 5946, 5948, 5676 (PRE); Ha Mabila,
(CD–), Mugedi 1465 (PRE); Muledzhi, (−DA), Van Wyk 3913
(PRU), Van Wyk 5573, 5574, 5575, 5582, 5585 (PRE),
Sambandou, N. Hahn 583 (ZPB); Savhani, Van Wyk 5652
(PRE); Tsharokho, Carr 200 (PRE, PRU), Van Wyk 5640 (PRE,
PRU), Van Wyk 5641, 5643 (PRE); Vuvha, Van Wyk 4923
(PRE), Van Wyk & Theron 4924, 4928 (PRE).4.2. C. vendae var. glabrata
Soutpansberg: 2229—. Bluebell (−CD), N. Hahn 316 (PRU,
ZPB), Ingwe Motel, (−DD), Steyn 9 (PRE), Little Leigh,
N. Hahn 27 (PRU, ZPB), N. Hahn 122 (PRU), 2230—
Gombani, (−CB), N. Hahn 631 (ZPB), Muledzhi, (DA–), Van
Wyk 5579 (PRE).
Blouberg: 2329— Glenferness, (−AA), N. Hahn 22 (PRU,
ZPB). 2328—, Beauley, (−BB), N. Hahn 2424 (PRU, ZPB).
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